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transport. In this country we could produce a
further 1,000,000 tons of pit-props, in addition to
the 300,000 tons already allowed for, if labour and
transport could be forthcoming. And if large
additional supplies of labour were made available in
France, the import of sawn timber for the use of the
Expeditionary Force could be considerably reduced.
We asked the War Office to enlist the aid of a
timber expert to see how far the total requirements
of our Army in France could be met
Canadian from supplies of timber in the vicinity

forbFmme        of  our   front 5     what   labour   could   be
provided by the Army, and what transport

was needed there. I may here say that a great deal
of timber cutting was organised in France by the
late Lord Lovat, largely with labour furnished by
Canadian lumbermen drawn from the Canadian
Expeditionary Force in France.

With regard to the problem of increasing our
home output of timber, we decided to make enquiries
of our Dominions to see how far they could help with
skilled men, and also to enquire about the possibility
of obtaining Finnish and other foreign labour for the
work.

The War Office had already asked the Canadian
Government for 5,000 Canadian lumbermen. On
2nd March, 1917, the War Cabinet was informed by
the Canadian representatives that they would do
their best to increase this number ; it would be easier
if the men were not required to wear khaki. Those
already being supplied were in uniform, and were
drawn from the Canadian forces. We also received
an offer of 1,500 lumbermen from Newfoundland.

One of the difficulties of timber-cutting in this
country was that the available woodlands were